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the nature of government not only to retain the power it 
ha*, but alto to strengthen, widen ant) perpetuate it, na- 
tionally as well m internationally. The stronger author- 
ity grow*, the greater the State and its power, the lea* it 
can toleiate a similar authority or political power along- 
side of itself. The psychology of government demands 
that its influence and prestige constantly grow, at home 
and abroad, and it exploits every opportunity to increase 
it. This tendency is motivated by the financial and 
commercial interests back of the government, represented 
and served by it. The fundamental rauon d'etre of every 
government to which, incidentally, historians of former 
days wilfully shut their eye» t has become too obvious 
now even for professors to ignore. 

The other factor which impels governments to be- 
come even more conservative and reactionary is their 
inherent distrust of the individual and fear of individu- 
ality. Our political and social scheme cannot afford to 
tolerate the individual and his constant quest for innova- 
tion. In "self-defense" the State therefore suppresses, 
persecutes, punishes and even deprives the individual of 
life. It is aided in this by every institution that stands for 
the preservation of the existing order. It resorts to every 
form of violence and force, and its efforts are supported 
by the "moral indignation" of the majority against the 
heretic, the social dissenter and the political rebel — the 
majority for centuries drilled in State worship, trained 
in discipline and obedience and subdued by the awe of 
authority in the home, the school, the church and the 
press. 

The strongest bulwark of authority is uniformity; 
the least divergence from it is the greatest crime. The 
wholesale mechanisation of modern life has increased 
uniformity a thousandfold. It is everywhere present, in 
habits, tastes, dreas, thoughts and ideas. Its most con- 
centrated dullness is "public opinion." Few have the 
courage to stand out against it. He who refuses to sub- 









mit is at once labelled "queer." "different, ," and decried 
as a disturbing element in the comfortable stagnancy of 
modern life. 

Perhaps even more than constituted authority, it is 
social uniformity and sameness that harass the individual 
most. His very "uniqueness." "separateness" and "dif- 
ferentiation" make him an alien, not only in his native 
place, but even in his own home. Often more so than 
the foreign born who generally falls in with the es- 
tablished. 

In the true sense one's native land, with its back- 
gtound of tradition, early impressions, reminiscences and 
other things dear to one, is not enough to make sensitive 
human beings fee) at home. A certain atmosphere of 
"belonging,'' the consciousness of being "at one" with 
Ihe people and environment, is more essential to one's 
feeling of home. This holds good in relation to one's 
family, the smaller local circle, as well as the larger phase 
of the life and activities commonly called one's country. 
The individual whose vision encompasses the whole 
world often feels nowhere so hedged in and out of touch 
with his surroundings than in his native land. 

In pre-war time the individual could at least escape 
national and family boredom. The whole world was 
open to his longings and his quests. Now the world has 
become a prison, and life continual solitary confinement. 
Especially is this true since the advent of dictatorship, 
right and left. 

Friediich Nietzsche called the State a cold monster. 
What would he Have called the hideous beast in the garb 
of modern dictatorship? Not that government had ever 
allowed much scope to the individual; but the champions 
of the new State ideology do not grant even that much. 
"The individual is nothing," they declare, "it is the col- 
lectivity which counts." Nothing less than the complete 
surrender of the individual will satisfy the insatiable ap- 
petite of the new deity. 
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